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For many municipality, high value urban landscay
patrimony, tourism attractiveness)

Palms are the main ornamental
species of the Mediterranean
coast urban landscape
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Jpean date palm grove, heritage of Al Andalus
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No specific regulation in Europe before the introduction of
this well know mortal palms pest.

- Importations of Phoenix sp. was forbidden only from
Morocco and Algeria because of the bayoud disease

- 3 other quarantine organisms: cadang cadang viroid,
Lethal yellowing phytoplasm and its vector Myndus
crudus

- But nothing regarding the red palm weevil although the
threat represented by this pest is similar or even superior
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South Spain, no

tional level
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Only, Spain forbad palms importation
In 1996. But, allows again importation
In 2000.

From 2000 to 2007, more
n 300.000 huge date palms
Imported and planted to
hundred of coastal
demand for
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allow the development
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distributed along
er official

But it is generally impossible to
detect the presence of the weevil
In the imported palms. Eggs and
larvas of the first cycle are
undetectable.

rmore, efficient
of plants that weight
are impossible.
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004, very few focus of RPW but from beginning of 2000, explosion of
ate palms trade from Egypt and since 2004 explosion of infested palms
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Distribution of
RPW In Egypt

In 2000
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2006: Corse (France). Huelva, Baleares, Barcelona
(Spaln), Sardegna(Italla), Cyprus
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2007: Algarve (Portugal), French and Italian
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opean Mediterranean

ntroduction

It is not the result of a natural pest invasion

It is not the consequence of the climatic global war

It Is not the result of illegal introductions

phytosanitary rec
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The weevils have
passed from the
Infested imported
date palms to the
Phoenix
canariensis that
they appreciate

uch more

es: distribution of the pest has been amplified till at
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It i1s only on may 2007, when pest was already present in
nearly the whole Mediterranean coast, that European
Commission decided to establish Rhynchophorus
ferrugineus as a quarantine pest.

But excepted fixing the quarantine duration (2 years), no
precise technical measures were imposed regarding
guarantine conditions and free zone delimitations.

In fact, despite the catastrophic situation, the purpose was
to allow the continuation of the palm market.
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In urban environments, with very dispersed palms, the detection task
needed an intensive activity of palms owners awareness. Frequent
and prolonged palms control is impossible without their
collaboration.

Unfortunately, in all the infested countries, Plant Protection
Authorities (PPOs) have tried to maintain the infested palms
detection very confidential.

The PPOs objective was not to create alarm when to detect the
Infested palms a very active system to alert public and private
palms owners was indispensable.

The result of this PPOs behaviour has been very counterproductive.
It has contributed to amplify the pest dispersion.
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« With this measure, when palms
owners and maintenance
workers detect infested palms,
the PPOs oblige them to
destroy them very often at their
charge and without
compensation.

« Such measure discourage the
owners to maintain the
vigilance of theirs palms. If,
Instead of the destruction, the
owners are informed that their

palms can be saved if they

tect the infestation in time,

Interest will be to reallze

uent control.

To sanitize instead of
eliminating the palms
contribute to detect the
Infestation in time, to stop the
pest dispersion and to save a
high value patrimony.



* Regular insecticide or nematodes
spraying (true shower) to
Interrupt the pest life cycle.

» Systemic insecticide
plication by irrigation or
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Taking off the offshoots an
cleaning the infested area for
date palms

Elimination of all the parts where the pest is
present for Phoenix canariensis: during several
months after infestation, the pest is only
present in leaves bases. Cutting these bases till
reaching sane tissue allows to eliminate the

weevil and the palm to recover.
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The lack of efficient phytosanitary regulations first to
avold the introduction of the red palm weevil and then to
control and eradicate this pest has lead to a disaster for a
palm patrimony of high value for many Europeans
municipalities.

To preserve a commercial activity instead of protecting a
public interest patrimony and not to consider the
Indispensable role of the palms owners to control this
pest explain mainly the regulations failure.

Radical and urgent regulations modifications should be
adopted to avoid the disapearence of palms and a high
direct and indirect economic consequences.
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